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The field of Mediterranean-ecosystem science lost a significant researcher, intel-

lectual force, and personal friend with the untimely death of Walter Emil Westman
on January 3, 1991. Walt died at the age of 45 from complications associated with

AIDS. Over the two decades of his professional career, he made significant contri-

butions to the fields of plant ecology, ecosystem science, and biogeography and en-

vironmental policy. He was the author of two books and nearly 100 articles over this

too brief period. Among Mediterranean-ecosystem researchers, Walt is best known
for his series of studies on coastal sage scrub communities in California and Baja

California and on his work with plant community resilience to fire or pollutant stress.

He was a leader in these studies in the application of multivariate approaches to

understanding community level patterns. Equally significant, however, were his con-

tributions in environmental policy and ecological impact research. His 1985 book,

Ecology, Impact Assessment, and Environmental Planning was a pioneering and
successful effort to integrate theoretical ecological principle with policy issues of

environmental impact assessment and resource management.
Walt was born in NewYork City on November 5, 1 945, and obtained his bachelor's

degree in botany from Swarthmore College in 1966. He completed a master's degree

in 1969 at Macquarie University in Australia, working with studies of the community
ecology of eucalypt forests. This interest in quantitative approaches to community
and ecosystem ecology led him to Cornell University where he completed his Ph.D.

degree in 1971 working with the late R. H. Whittaker. His dissertation work on the

structure and function of the pygmy forest ecosystem in the wet coastal forests of

northwestern California have become a classic study on the edaphic control of eco-

system processes along catenas of soil change.

After completion of his Ph.D., Walt followed up his interest in applied ecology

with a year in Washington, DCon a Congressional fellowship from the American
Political Science Association. He served as a staff advisor to Senator Edward Muskie
on the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Air and Water Pollution, where he helped to

write the important Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972. This experience

was instrumental in developing his concepts of how science and public policy could

be linked to bring a more quantitative approach to enlightened management of natural

resources and realistic controls of air and water pollutants.

Walt returned to Australia for two years in 1972 where he was Lecturer in Ecology

at the University of Queensland in Brisbane. This period was a productive one for

research on biomass, productivity and nutrient cycling in subtropical eucalypt forests,

with ten papers on this work published between 1975 and 1981. Walt returned to

the U.S. in 1975 to take a faculty position at UCLAwhere he began his important

work on coastal sage scrub ecosystems. In numerous publications, beginning in 1979

and continuing up to the present, he and his students developed a multi-disciplinary

approach to vegetation sciences. This work ranged from biogeography, diversity and
conservation biology to succession and community structure, to ecosystem stability

and resilience in response, and to human impacts from fire and air pollution. Walt
left UCLA in 1984, but continued an active interest in coastal sage scrub ecology.

At the time of his death, he was staff scientist in Ecology and Environmental Policy

at the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory at the University of California, Berkeley.

Plant ecology was always a coequal interest with environmental policy for Walt
Westman, and his contributions to this later field were particularly significant. Ecol-

ogists less familiar with this aspect of his career should look at not only his 1985

book, but a number of influential articles on this subject. Particularly notable are his

"How much are Nature's services worth?" (Science 197:960-964, 1977), "Measuring
the inertia and resilience of ecosystems" (Bioscience 28:705-710, 1978), "Managing
for biodiversity: unresolved science and policy questions" (Bioscience 28:26-33, 1990),
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and "Park management of exotic plant species: problems and issues" (Conservation

Biology 3:251-260, 1990). With his remarkable level of energy, Walt freely gave his

time to serve on advisory committees to numerous government agencies concerned

with issues of environmental quality and resource utilization. These included the

U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Environmental Pollution (1975-1976), the Global 2000
Study of the Council on Environmental Quality (1977-1978), the Commission on
Ecology of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural

Resources (1979-1991), the Ecosystem Effects Working Group of the EPANational

Acid Deposition Assessment Program (chair 1985), and the Unmanaged Lands work-
ing Group of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (chair

1989-1991).

Beyond his scientific accomplishments, Walt was an accomplished classical violinist

with training at the Julliard School of Music in New York City. Writing under a

pseudonym, he had also published a number of short stories and poems. Social and
ethical issues also formed an important part of Walt's life. In 1980, he became the

founder and coordinator of the National Organization of Gay and Lesbian Scientists

and Technical Professionals, and he was a participant in the Gay and Lesbian History

Project in San Francisco. Until the time of his death, he was an active supporter of

Project Inform, an advice and advocacy group for persons with AIDS.
Beyond the tangible scientific contributions made by Walt Westman during his

life, his influence will be felt for many years through the career of the many students

who worked with him during his years at UCLA. He was a stimulating and inspi-

rational teacher, an interactive colleague, and a friend to many ecologists. His passing

is especially untimely in light of the current Natural Community Conservation Plan-

ning process by the Resource Agency of California for the endangered sage scrub

community— a process to which he would have contributed enormously. In 1981 he

alerted ecologists to sage scrub's conservation crisis in his "Diversity relations and
succession in Californian coastal scrub" (Ecology 62:170-184). His death is an ir-

replaceable loss to Mediterranean-ecosystem studies and the broader field of ecology

as well.
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